MINOR PROPHETS #35:  JONAH #11  (5-17-15)          

          JONAH 2, pg. 19
Jonah 2:6-7   "I descended to the roots of the mountains. The earth with its bars was around me forever, but You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD my God.  7) "While I was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, and my prayer came to You, into Your holy temple.

Verse 6:  Jonah was expressing his feeling of desperation, being in the deepest part of the ocean, as far removed from the world of human habitation as it was possible to conceive. It seemed absolutely hopeless. He had a sense of being entombed by the sea.

“But You” This is the turning point of the prayer. This is really one of many “but God” verses.

Gen. 8:1   But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle.

Genesis 17:17-19   Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"  18) And Abraham said to God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before You!"  19) But God said, "No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; [Sarah also laughed, Gen. 18:12]
A psalm from the sons of Korah

Psalm 49:15   But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol.

Genesis 50:20   As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.

Acts 2:24   But God raised Him up again.

Romans 5:6a & 8   But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

1 Corinthians 1: 26-27   For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27) But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise.
2 Corinthians 7:5-6  …but we were afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us.

Ephesians 2:4-5    But God, being rich in mercy … 5) even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ.

Philippians 2:27   For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him.

The pit is synonymous with the grave.
Since we don’t know the future we can’t say for sure whether God will deliver us from danger or difficulty or not. That’s up to Him, but what our attitude should be is exemplified in Dan. 3:12-27.           READ IT.
Jonah 2:7   “While I was fainting away, I remembered the LORD… 
This is the significant point in Jonah’s prayer. Jonah worked so hard to ignore God that he almost forgot about Him. This prophet was so successful at blocking the Lord out of his mind that the Lord was pretty much absent from his thinking. This is a typical technique for those who try to ignore the Lord:  just block Him out.

David had a similar prayer: PP See Visuals:  JONAH, But God
Psalm 143:4-6   Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me; My heart is appalled within me.  5) I remember the days of old; I meditate on all Your doings; I muse on the work of Your hands.  6) I stretch out my hands to You; My soul longs for You, as a parched land. Selah.

We can become so involved and overwhelmed by our troubles that we forget about the Lord. Why do we sometimes go to the Lord with our problems as a last resort?
It all came together for him when he remembered his God. We can become so involved and overwhelmed by our troubles that we forget about the Lord. 
    


        







          JONAH 2, pg. 20 Jonah got into trouble the same way we do:

1. He focused on the problem and forgot about God. PP



2. He stopped praying. 
3. He believed lies. Why do we sometimes go to the Lord with our problems only as a last resort?

This is obvious, but it needs to be pointed out anyway, that you can’t remember something you don’t know. The fact that Jonah had knowledge about God in his soul enabled him to access it and pull out of the death spiral he was in. 

MINOR PROPHETS #36:  JONAH #12  (5-31-15)          

          
(NASV)  Jonah 2:8   Those who regard vain idols forsake their faithfulness.  

(NKJV)  Jonah 2:8   Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own mercy.

(NET)    Jonah 2:8   Those who worship worthless idols forfeit the mercy that could be theirs. 
Jonah knew the prayers the sailors made to the false gods in Jonah 1:5 were totally useless . 

No lifeless idol can provide so great a deliverance as the God of heaven who made the sea and the land, Jonah 1:9. What a contrast to the weak, useless, pathetic idols the sailors prayed to for deliverance, Jonah 1:5.
Idols represent not only ineffectiveness, but worshiping them involves the rejection of the true God. What a shame when people will not trust the one and only true God but cling to worthless superstitions, useless traditions, wives tales, astrology, soothsayers, crystal balls, idols and false gods. They close their minds to truth and cling to deception and lies.

Jonah 2:9    But I will sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I will pay. Salvation is from the LORD.
The mention of sacrifice and the paying of vows in verse 9 echoes the end of chapter 1, where the pagan seamen celebrated their deliverance through the offering of sacrifices and the making of vows. 

A number of parallels exist between the experience of Jonah and that of the sailors:

Both experienced crisis in the sea, 1:4; 2:3-6a; 
Both prayed to the true God, 1:14; 2:2, 7; 
Both were delivered, 1:15b; 2:6b 
Both offered sacrifice and vows, 1:16; 2:9.
TYPES OF SACRIFICE:
Psalm 50:14-15    Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay your vows to the Most High;  15) Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.
Psalm 50:23    He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me.
Hebrews 13:15    Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.

In the OT times, Israelites brought various things to offer as a sacrifice of praise, but today no blood sacrifices are needed in the light of Jesus’ death, but simply to offer praise. Today, believers can voluntarily offer to God  FOUR CHURCH AGE SACRIFICEs:          
· Your body; 
Romans 12:1   Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. [Restrict your body to honor Him by not polluting it with fornication, adultery, filthy language, gossiping, sloppiness, and all other sins.]
· Your money: 
2 Cor. 9:7   So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

· Your praise:    
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Hebrews 13:15   Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.

· Your Divine Good works: 
Hebrews 13:16   And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
Can you guess what Jonah’s vow was?  I believe it had something to do with saying to the Lord, “I’ll go to Nineveh.” It is very common for us believers to get distracted and forget about God and what He has assigned us to do during the short time we are here. 

Sometimes He has to remind us that He is God, not us, and we are here to serve Him and not the other way around.

Salvation is from the LORD is the main message !
There are two types of salvation:

1) 
Salvation of the soul when one receives eternal life.
2) 
Deliverance in time of trouble.
Both are given from the grace of God. We cannot earn or deserve either one.

Jonah thought he should have a say in who would be saved and who would not. He didn’t think the Ninevites deserved saving, so he refused to obey God’s command to go to Nineveh. “I’m not going!”
“OH YEAH?!!!”

Lodging in the great fish for three days and three nights taught Jonah at least three things:
1)  
God is sovereign, He is the boss 
2) 
He didn’t deserve saving any more that the Ninevites did. 
3)  
He couldn’t save himself.

Psalm 3:8    Salvation belongs to the LORD …

Psalm 27:1   The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

Psalm 18:2    The LORD [HE only] is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

Psalm 62:6    He only is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold; I shall not be shaken.

Isaiah 12:2    Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation."

Psalm 86:5   For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You.
Psalm 62    READ   
Salvation is the main issue in the book of Jonah: 
· For the sailors emphasized in chapter 1,  Did they deserve it?  NO !

· For Jonah in chapter 2.  Did he deserve it?  NO ! 
· For the Ninevites in chapter 3.  Did they deserve it?  NO ! 
· And it is the objective of God questioning Jonah in chapter 4.
MINOR PROPHETS #37:  JONAH #13  (6-7-15)   
Jonah 2:10   Then the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land.

Notice, as soon as Jonah acknowledged that salvation is of the Lord, the fish vomited Jonah out onto dry land. Jonah now recognized that salvation is God’s business. God alone decides who will be delivered, not Jonah. 
    







    


          JONAH 3, pg. 22 Now that he knows that God is sovereign, he becomes the clay that is ready to be used by the Potter.
As soon as Jonah recognized God’s sovereignty in these matters, he became the clay that is ready to be used by the Potter.

God is personally acquainted with all of His creation. He calls the stars by name, Isa. 40:26; Psa. 147:4, He speaks to His creation and it obeys, whether it is a raging sea that becomes calm or a great fish that carries out His orders. He can even use animals to speak (literally) to men.   READ: Num. 22:21-34. 

We don’t know exactly where the fish vomited up Jonah but we can assume that not only Jonah was relieved when he left the fish but the fish was as well.  Show map PP        

CHAPTER 3
Jonah 3:1-2 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2) "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you."

God was very gracious in giving Jonah a second chance. Aren’t you glad that our God is a God of “Second Chances”? When was the last time you received a second chance from God? When was the last time you gave someone a second chance?

These two verses sound like the first two verses of chapter 1. You see, the command had not changed, but fortunately, Jonah has.
On the first occasion God told Jonah what his mission was and what he was to say, but here He didn’t give specific information to Jonah but told him He would tell him later. This shows how freely he yielded himself in the spirit of unconditional obedience to go wherever God told him to go and say whatever God told him to say. 

Jonah’s gratitude for his rescue explicitly conveys his personal realization that the Lord has shown him the same mercy he will need to have for Nineveh. 
Jonah learned his lesson well so he didn’t hesitate. He obeyed immediately with no foolishness. Jonah is the only prophet actually sent by God to preach repentance in a foreign land. Other prophets prophesied in their own land.
Ninevah is called the “great city” three times in Jonah 1:2, 3:2, 4:11. 

“The city was surrounded by an inner wall and an outer wall. The huge inner wall (50 feet wide and 100 feet high) was about eight miles in circumference while the outer wall encompassed fields and smaller towns.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1468.

We will see in chapter 4 that Ninevah itself had 120,000 people.

A three days' walk…

 “This expression probably refers to an aggregate of three cities, including Nineveh itself. The ancient “Assyrian triangle” of cities was spread over some 26 linear miles from Nineveh in the center to Khorsabad on the north (c. 8 mi.) and, to the southeast, to Nimrud (c. 18 mi.). The idea of an aggregate city may be compared to New York City, which consists of five boroughs.” 
King James Version Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), Jon 3:1.

“Greater Nineveh is believed to have covered approximately 60 miles in circumference.”  
Believer’s Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), Jon 3:3.
The first day he entered the city he began preaching. 
Jonah 3:4   Then Jonah began to go through the city one day's walk; and he cried out and said, "Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown."

    







    


          JONAH 3, pg. 23 Jonah didn’t say much but what he said certainly got their attention. It’s possible that this is stating the main substance of what he said but they got the point. They understood that if they did not repent, they would be completely destroyed 40 days hence. 

Jonah 3:5-6   Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them.  6) When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth and sat on the ashes.

I think we sometimes underestimate the power of the Word of God. The Nineivites were bloodthirsty pagans that were feared for their cruelty and barbarism yet they responded to the truth that Jonah gave them. Even the king humbled himself and took off his royal robe and replaced it with sack-cloth.

There is no doubt the Ninevites believed in God and were convinced that Jonah was telling the truth, so they repented and were delivered. But does this mean that they were converted and eternally saved? The following are a few good articles others have written that help answer this question:

MINOR PROPHETS #38:  JONAH #14  (6-14-15)   
“Living a New Life: Old Testament Teaching about Conversion”

Robert N. Wilkin, Editor Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Irving, TX, Robert N. Wilkin, “Review of Living a New Life: Old Testament Teaching about Conversion by William D. Barrick,” Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Volume 13 13, no. 25 (2000): 94–96.

Many people, including many Free Grace people, use the term conversion as a synonym for regeneration. Thus when many speak of a person coming to faith, they don’t say, “He came to faith in Christ,” “He was born again,” or “He gained eternal life.” Rather, they say, “He was converted.”

This seems to be the approach of Barrick. I say seems because he never makes it absolutely clear in this article whether for him conversion equals regeneration.

He does say what conversion is. He says it includes a turning from one’s sins to God, placing one’s faith in God, and committing one’s life to Him (cf. Pp. 37–38). He says that “A total change in one’s life was the obvious outcome [of OT conversion]”, (p. 35; see also p. 20).

The examples he cites include Abraham, Rahab, Ruth, the Ninevites under Jonah’s preaching, the sailors on board ship with Jonah, Naaman, etc. Barrick covers a lot of important examples. While one may not agree with all of his conclusions (see the next paragraph), there is much helpful information given. For example, he details each person’s or group’s responses to God’s prophetic word. Those responses included faith, repentance, prayer, and commitment of life. It is encouraging to be reminded how various Gentiles responded to God in the Old Testament.

There is no evidence given in the article that the Ninevites or the sailors on board ship with Jonah, for example, believed in the coming Messiah for eternal life. Of course, since Barrick does not see this as a condition for Old Testament conversion, then that is to be expected. However, while it is clear that the Ninevites and sailors repented and changed their ways, it is not clear they came to faith in the Messiah and were regenerated.

Barrick discusses briefly the role of the Holy Spirit in Old Testament conversion. He indicates that the Spirit did not indwell Old Testament saints. However, he does say that this does not mean that the Holy Spirit played no part in their conversion. He suggests that the Holy Spirit played a key role.

There are a few fallacies in modern day evangelism that are mirrored in this article: 

1)  One is the notion that if people take a step toward God, they have been born again. However, people often turn toward God long before they ever come to faith in Christ. Indeed, people turn toward God who never end up coming to faith in Christ. Certainly Judas took a step toward God.    







    


         JONAH 3, pg. 24 But he never came to faith. Jesus had other unbelieving disciples as well (John 6:60, 64). While we can’t be sure, it is likely that not all of them subsequently came to faith. They certainly didn’t come to faith at the moment of turning to follow Christ.

2)  A second fallacy is the idea that turning from one’s sins is a condition of regeneration (assuming this is what Barrick means by conversion).

3)  A third misconception is that a general sort of faith in God, rather than specific faith in the coming Messiah specifically for eternal life, is sufficient for an Old Testament person to be born again.

I recommend this article. It will give the reader an opportunity to think through Old Testament “conversion” and how it relates to eternal salvation in the Old Testament.


      “What Is Progressive Revelation as It Relates to Salvation?” 
Got Questions Ministries, Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010).
The term “progressive revelation” refers to the idea and teaching that God revealed various aspects of His will and overall plan for humanity over different periods of time, which have been referred to as “dispensations” by some theologians. To dispensationalists, a dispensation is a distinguishable economy (i.e., an ordered condition of things) in the outworking of God’s purpose. Whereas dispensationalists debate the number of dispensations that have occurred through history, all believe that God revealed only certain aspects of Himself and His plan of salvation in each dispensation, with each new dispensation building upon the prior one.

While dispensationalists believe in progressive revelation, it is important to note that one does not have to be a dispensationalist to embrace progressive revelation. Nearly all students of the Bible recognize the fact that certain truths contained in Scripture were not fully revealed by God to prior generations. Anyone today who does not bring an animal sacrifice with him when he wishes to approach God or who worships on the first day of the week rather than the last understands that such distinctions in practice and knowledge have been progressively revealed and applied throughout history…

Paul states… in Romans: Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God” (Romans 16:25–26).

In discussions of progressive revelation, one of the first questions people have is how it applies to salvation. Were those living before the first advent of Christ saved in a different way than people are saved today? In the New Testament era, people are told to place their faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ and believe that God raised Him from the dead, and they will be saved (Romans 10:9–10; Acts 16:31). Yet Old Testament expert Allen Ross notes, “It is most improbable that everyone who believed unto salvation [in the Old Testament] consciously believed in the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” John Feinberg adds, “The people of the Old Testament era did not know that Jesus was the Messiah, that Jesus would die, and that His death would be the basis of salvation.” If Ross and Feinberg are correct, then what exactly did God reveal to those who lived before Christ, and how were the Old Testament saints saved? What, if anything, changed in the salvation of the Old Testament to the salvation of the New Testament?

Progressive Revelation—Two Ways or One Way of Salvation?
Some charge that those holding to progressive revelation espouse two different methods of salvation—one that was in place before the first coming of Christ, and another that came after His death and resurrection. Such a claim is refuted by L. S. Chafer who writes, “Are there two ways by     







    


          JONAH 3, pg. 25 which one may be saved? In reply to this question it may be stated that salvation of whatever specific character is always the work of God in behalf of man and never a work of man in behalf of God.… There is, therefore, but one way to be saved and that is by the power of God made possible through the sacrifice of Christ.”

If this is true, then how can the revelations in the Old and New Testaments concerning salvation be reconciled? Charles Ryrie sums up the matter succinctly in this way: 
“The basis [or means] of salvation in every age is the death of Christ; 
The requirement for salvation in every age is faith; 
The object of faith in every age is God;
The content of faith changes in the various ages.” 
In other words, no matter when a person has lived, their salvation is ultimately dependent on the work of Christ and a faith placed in God, but the amount of knowledge a person had concerning the specifics of God’s plan has increased through the ages via God’s progressive revelation.

Regarding the Old Testament saints, Norman Geisler offers the following: “In short, it appears that at most, the normative Old Testament salvific requirements (in terms of explicit belief) were: 
(1)  Faith in God’s unity, 
(2)  Acknowledgment of human sinfulness [so that you know you need salvation],
(3)  Acceptance of God’s necessary grace, and possibly 
(4)  Understanding that there would be a coming Messiah.”

Is there evidence in Scripture to support Geisler’s claim? Consider this passage which contains the first three requirements, in Luke’s Gospel: 
Luke 18:10-14.
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. ‘I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted”. 
This event took place before the death and resurrection of Christ, so it clearly involves a person who has no knowledge of the New Testament gospel message as it is articulated today. In the tax collector’s simple statement (“God be merciful to me, the sinner!”) we find:

(1)  A faith in God, 
(2)  An acknowledgement of sin, and 
(3)  An acceptance of mercy. 
Then Jesus makes a very interesting statement: He says the man went home “justified.” This is the exact term used by Paul to describe the position of a New Testament saint who has believed the gospel message and put his trust in Christ: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”, Romans 5:1.

The fourth on Geisler’s list is missing in Luke’s account—the understanding of a coming Messiah. However, other New Testament passages indicate that this may have been a common teaching. For example, in John’s account of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well, the woman says, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things to us”, John 4:25. However, as Geisler himself acknowledged, faith in the Messiah was not a “must have” for Old Testament salvation.

Progressive Revelation: More Evidence from Scripture
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A quick search of Scripture reveals the following verses in both the Old and New Testaments that support the fact that faith in God has always been the avenue of salvation:
•
“Then [Abraham] believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness” (Gen 15:6)

•
“And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered” (Joel 2:32)

•
“For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4).

•
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the men of old gained approval” (Hebrews 11:1–2).

•
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). Scripture plainly states that faith is the key to salvation for all people down through history, but how could God save people without their knowing of Christ’s sacrifice for them? The answer is that God saved them based on their response to the knowledge that they did have. Their faith looked forward to some-thing that they could not see, whereas today, believers look back on events that they can see.
Scripture teaches that God has always given people enough revelation to exercise faith. Now that Christ’s work is accomplished, the requirement has changed; the “times of ignorance” are over:

•
“In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways; and yet He did not leave Himself without witness” (Acts 14:16)

•
“Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,” (Acts 17:30)

•
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over [literally “let go unpunished”] the sins previously committed” (Romans 3:25).

Prior to Christ’s coming, God was foreshadowing Jesus’ death via the sacrificial system and conditioning His people to understand that sin leads to death. The Law was given to be a tutor to lead people to the understanding that they were sinners in need of God’s grace (Galatians 3:24). But the Law did not revoke the prior Abrahamic Covenant, which was based on faith; it is Abraham’s covenant that is the pattern for salvation today (Romans 4). But as Ryrie stated above, the detailed content of our faith—the amount of revelation given—has increased through the ages so that people today have a more direct understanding of what God requires of them.

Progressive Revelation: Conclusion
Progressive revelation does not mean that God’s people in the Old Testament were without any revelation or understanding. Those living before Christ, says Calvin, were not “without the preaching that contains the hope of salvation and of eternal life, but … they only glimpsed from afar and in shadowy outline what we see today in full daylight” (Institutes, 2.7.16; 2.9.1; commentary on Gal. 3:23). The fact that no one is saved apart from the death and resurrection of Christ is clearly stated in Scripture (John 14:6). The basis of salvation has been, and will always be, the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, and the means of salvation has always been faith in God. However, the content of a person’s faith has always depended on the amount of revelation that God was pleased to give at a certain time. 

“A Survey of Bible Doctrine”
by Charles Caldwell Ryrie, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1972).

Much about salvation in the Old Testament is not clear, but it does seem apparent that there was no final dealing with sin until the cross. Then all pre-cross sins which were covered by sacrifices were taken away. The death of Christ is the basis for forgiveness in every age; faith is always the means. What we do not always know specifically is the particular content of faith that was required in each age.




END OF ARTICLES
MINOR PROPHETS #39:  JONAH #15  (9-20-15)  BIG REVIEW
          JONAH 3, pg. 27

There are six significant subjects which are suggested and developed in the Book of Jonah which make it very relevant for us today:
 
1. This Old Testament book sets forth the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

 
2. The Book of Jonah teaches that salvation is not by works, but by faith. The most significant statement in the Book of Jonah is in the second chapter: “Salvation is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9).

 

3. God’s purpose of grace cannot be frustrated. Jonah refused to go to Nineveh, but God was still going to get the message to Nineveh.

4. God will not cast us aside for faithlessness. If you and I are faithless, God may bench us; but we are still wearing our uniform, and He will not cast us aside. Anytime we want to get back in the game of life and do His will, He will permit us to do it.

 

5. God is good and gracious. The entire book centers on God’s love and patience.

 

6. God is not only the God of the Jews, He is also the God of the Gentiles. The Book of Jonah reveals that even in the Old Testament God did not forget the Gentiles. 
Romans 3:29   Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also … 
J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 3 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 740.
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If we look at the Book of Jonah as a timetable for an airport, it becomes an outline for the book.
	
	LEAVE

	DESTINATION
	ARRIVE

	Chapter 1
	Israel 
	Nineveh
	Fish

	Chapter 2
	Fish
	Nineveh
	Dry Land

	Chapter 3
	Dry Land
	Nineveh
	Nineveh

	Chapter 4
	Nineveh
	Gourd Vine
	Heart of God
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Demonstration of
GOD’S OVER-RULLING WILL
Jonah 1:4   The LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the ship was about to break up. 
Numbers 32:23  … you have sinned against the LORD, and BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT. 
Sometimes God has to remind us that He is God, not us, and we are here to serve Him and not the other way around. 
The will of God can be broken down into 3 Categories:
 

GOD’S DIRECTIVE WILL:
What He WANTS us to do
               Jonah 1:1-2
GOD’S PERMISSIVE WILL:
What He ALLOWS us to do
               Jonah 1:3
GOD’S OVER-RULLING WILL:
What He REQUIRES us to do

               Jonah 1:4
Jonah 1:15   Jonah is tossed Overboard. 
Jonah 1:17  And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish three days and three nights. 
It’s not always a bad thing when someone’s life falls apart; it’s God simply trying to get their attention.

 

Jonah was so stubborn that he refused to pray until he was in the belly of the huge fish.      

 It wasn’t God’s wrath that put him there. It was His love. 
God sent the great fish to save Jonah, not to destroy him. He didn’t give up on Jonah and that’s true for people today who are stubborn towards God.  
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Jonah 2:1   Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the stomach of the fish…
Jonah 1:5-6   The pagan captain had tried to get Jonah, the Prophet, to pray for all of them because of the great storm, but he would not do it. 
Jonah 1:14   The seamen prayed again as to what to do while Jonah continued to refuse to pray.
Jonah 2:1   So now, he’s in the stomach of the great fish, and he finally decided maybe he’d better pray.

We can become so involved and overwhelmed by our troubles that we forget about the Lord. Why do we sometimes go to the Lord with our problems only when all has fallen apart and as a last resort?
Jonah 2:2  …and he said, "I called out  [KARA,  qal. perf.]  of my distress to the LORD, and He answered   [ANAH, qal. imperf.]  me. I cried   [SHAVA, qal. perf. A cry for help]  for help from the depth  [“belly” in NKJV, KJV, ESV, NET]  of Sheol; You heard   [SHAMA, qal. perf.]  my voice.
Did Jonah deserve to have the Lord answer his prayer or deliver him? He had done nothing right except to acknowledge to the seamen that he was responsible for the great storm. 
Sheol,  SHEOL שְׁאֹול/ Greek, HADES; “the unknown region”; the invisible world of departed souls.
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Jonah 2:6    I descended to the roots of the mountains. The earth with its bars was around me forever, BUT YOU have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD my God. 

There is no pit so deep, no circumstance so impossible that our wonderful, almighty God cannot deliver us from it. And He wants to deliver us. All we have to do is trust Him to do it.
The next time you find yourself in an impossible situation, remember this, if God can save Jonah from inside the belly of a great fish, He can certainly deliver us from our woes. 

MINOR PROPHETS #40:  JONAH #16  (9-27-15)  
Jonah 2:7   While I was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, and my prayer came to You, into Your holy temple.  
This is the significant point in Jonah’s prayer. Jonah worked so hard to ignore God that he almost forgot about Him. This prophet was so angry with the Lord that He almost drowned before he sought deliverance from Him.


                                                                                                           JONAH 3, pg. 30 It is important to note that you can’t remember someone you’ve never known.  Also you can know the Lord but be so distant from Him that you live as if you forgot about Him. 
 (NET) Jonah 2:8   Those who worship worthless idols forfeit the mercy that could be theirs. 
Jonah remembered the useless prayers the sailors made to the false gods in chapter 1 vs. 5. What a shame when people will not trust the one and only true God but cling to worthless superstitions, useless traditions, wives tales, astrology, soothsayers, crystal balls, idols, ignorant friends, and false gods. They close their minds to truth and cling to what is false.
People who choose to be distracted by the details of life, like worthless idols, rather than grow in grace and knowledge of God and His Word, forfeit the mercy and the power that could be theirs.

Jonah 2:9   But I will sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving.  
In the OT times, Israelites brought various things to offer as a sacrifice of praise, but we are not under their system of sacrifices. There are four sacrifices that Church Age a believer can voluntarily offer to God: 
Our Body: 

Romans12:1   Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
POSSIBLE FUTURE NOTES







    

          
37 years after the Assyrian pagans of Nineveh believed God’s warning and believed in Him, they destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel. And just 15 years after that, their city was destroyed. But their positive response to Jonah, the reluctant prophet, helps us to understand that it is the power of God, not how persuasive or eloquent the messenger is, that influenced their decision to believe in Him.
When I look at what our country has become, a society that is immoral, crude, arrogant, and Godless combined with our tyrannical government loaded with exceedingly evil liars that have an insatiable lust for power and money who appear to have no conscience, I tend to think that it is hopeless. But when I think of the viciously horrible people of Nineveh who quickly humbled themselves, changed their minds after hearing God’s warning from a nobody, it makes me think that there is still a chance for America. I don’t think it’s probable, but I do think it is possible.
Jonah 3:7-8   He issued a proclamation and it said, "In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water.  8) "But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly that each may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands.

Notice the great faith God can work by very small, weak, and unlikely means; he can bring even horrible people like the Ninevites to faith in Him by a few threatening words.  

· They believed the message of Jonah, that they would be destroyed if they did not repent
· They believed that God exists and that they were accountable to Him.
· They recognized that He would do what He said He would do.
· They also understood they would be delivered if they humbled themselves and repented.
In Mathew chapter 12, Jesus held up the repentance of the Nineveh as a rebuke to the hard core unbelieving Pharisees. 

Matthew 12:41-43  The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.  42) "The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.  43) "Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and does not find it.  

PP See Visuals:  Dispensations
Consider the advantage the Pharisees had over the Ninevites and the Queen of Sheba:
Pharisees                                       
Ninevites 

Were sent many prophets                               Sent only one

Prophets wanted them to respond
Jonah did not 

Their race and language were the same
Different race and language  

Lived under the Mosaic Law 
Lived by a pagan culture

Had the Scriptures
Had none

Received signs and wonders 
Received none

Had many chance to believe
Had only one

Also notice that the King was just as guilty and accountable to God as the common man. He had no immunity and neither do kings today, nor do prime ministers, presidents, czars, premiers, or emperors. In fact, God would hold him more accountable because leaders are held to a higher standard as they are responsible for the wellbeing of all those under their authority.

We learn from the king of Nineveh that when a ruler is humble, the people are blessed. Rulers have tremendous influence over the people and this one set the right example by putting on sackcloth and sitting in ashes. If he was not too good to do it, neither were the people.  

Another king humbled himself before the Lord in a similar way as the king of Nineveh. Read 2 Kings 22:11-20.

A problem with the way that so many Christians give the gospel out today is that they use phrases like, “Invite Christ into your heart.” That is not the gospel and it has no connection to the consequences of ignoring or rejecting God’s offer of salvation. It gives the idea that we need to partner with Christ to live a better life; that is not the gospel.

1 Peter 5:5-6  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  6) Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,
Jonah is the only prophet actually sent by God to preach repentance in a foreign land.
                        Jonah




                 The Mariners

Was a Hebrew with a rich history of yaweh 

God’s faithfulness.

He was a monotheistic, believing in the one true 
God. v.9,
He was rightly related to the true God.
He was spiritually insensitive, going in the wrong 

direction from God. v.5,
He was indifferent toward God’s will in spite of 

knowing Him.
He was uncompassionate toward Nineveh, v.3,
Jonah was rebellious and therefore disciplined, 

but not destroyed. v.17,
               God and Nineveh                                         Jonah and the Plant

God cared for the people of Nineveh.
God was concerned for the welfare of others.
God created all that was in Nineveh.
God tended Nineveh
Ninevites are of eternal significance.
God’s concern was and is for human life.
God’s concern for Nineveh is proper and 

       displays his love.

 W. A. Criswell et al., eds., Believer’s Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), Jon 1:7,  3:5..




Demonstration of


GOD’S DIRECTIVE WILL





Jonah 1:1-2    The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying,  2) "Arise  [imp.] go [imp.], to Nineveh the great city  [in size only]  and cry  [imp.] against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.“





Demonstration of


GOD’S PERMISSIVE WILL





Jonah 1:3  But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. So he went down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.











Were Gentiles with no history of yahweh God.


They were polytheistic, worshiping many false gods.


They had no reationship with the true God.


They were spiritually sensitive, moving in the right direction towards God, &  prayed. v. 5.


They were concerned before God in spite of little or no knowledge of Him.


They were compassionate toward Jonah. v.11-14.


They were brought to worship and commit-ment. v. 16.�








Jonah cared for a plant. 


Jonah was concerned for himself.


Jonah did not create the plant.


Jonah did nothing for the plant.


The plant was most temporal.





Jonah’s concern was for personal comfort and selfish personal interest.


Jonah’s concern for a plant rather than people is improper; it displays selfishness and an improper perspective on life.�






































